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The Golden Horseshoe Ride has been a large part of my life over that last 25 years – from competing in many of the 
different classes from the 2-day 80km to the ultimate endurance test of the 2 day 160k class, and to being part of the 
organisational team from 2017 to 2022, this being our final year.  However, next year the mantle is being handed over 
to a new team headed up by Shelly Bates and Maggie Pattinson.  We are very pleased that someone has stepped up 
to take on this iconic ride as it is a part of the history of endurance in this county, and indeed is amongst the few 
endurance rides globally that many in the equestrian world have heard of.   

 

Sally Rowe and Brownbread Easter Rabbit completing 

This year, sadly, there were no entries in the top class of the 160km/2-day Golden Horseshoe and only three in the 
Exmoor Stag 120 km/2 day and two in the Exmoor Fox class 80km/1 day.  The main entries were spread over the more 
popular Exmoor Hind class 80km/2 day and the single day 40 km and 24k classes. The lower-than-normal numbers are 
probably due to various factors taking their toll – the last two years have meant that many riders have not kept their 
horses up to full competition fitness and also the cost of fuel may restrict many to local rides rather than travelling 
further afield.  It was clearly demonstrated that Exmoor demands the fittest and best prepared horses and riders, with 
the ‘introductory’ novice classes seeing a higher attrition rate than the higher mileage classes, where more 
experienced combinations were competing.  The conditions were just about perfect with Exmoor having had a 
reasonably quiet winter and so, apart from the usual areas that tend to stay spongy, the moorland still had plenty of 
grass cover with firm going and the tracks had not been washed out. The weather was also kind to us during the 
weekend with just the right amount of sunshine. 

 

Andrea Champ & Druimghiga Lantana – Gold award winners in the Exmoor Stag 



Andrew and I moved up to Exford on the Wednesday to start the setup of the venue and with the marquee arriving 
along with the portaloos, and, with the help of some of our long-suffering friends, by the end of Thursday the 
showground was looking like a ride venue.   Neil Arnold and his gang once again did a great job of marking the course 
on their trail bikes and checking it throughout the weekend. 

Saturday saw the highest number of riders out on course however because of the low numbers in the top classes, it 
made sense to rearrange logistics and so the North Route was only used on Saturday, and this meant that the 
volunteers out on the course were not asked to stay too long at their check/steward points. The North Route was 
similar to the 2018 route - up to Lyncombe Hill, Lucketts Cross, Pitcombe Head and back round via Oareford, South 
Common, Larkbarrow and through Exford back up to the venue.  The South Route dropped down into the valley past 
West and East Nethercote, down around the Punchbowl skirting Winsford Hill, down through the valley along 
Edbrooke Woods, sweeping around to Mounsey Hill Gate, on to the legendary Tarr Steps river crossing for a cool off, 
skirting around Withypool Hill and back along part of the Two Moors Way toward Winsford Hill again and back up to 
the Venue. 

 

Belinda Stewart & Penny Clawd – Winner of the Exmoor Hind 

The Exmoor Stag 120km/2 day saw all three combinations; James Dickinson on Madgy, Andrea Champ on Druimghigha 
Lantana and Anthony Sargent on D’Hab, finish the first day and pass the vet in Gold time, and the 80km/1 day had 
both Esther Groen on Asphodele Larzac and Saffron Bishop on Ty Shute Golden Savannah completing successfully, 
although both riders had slightly modified their routes!!  19 riders in the Exmoor Hind 80 km/ 2 day ride, 20 in the 
25km Foundation Novice and 29 Pleasure Riders also enjoyed the going on Saturday, however many Novices struggled 
to make good time and this shows how you can never take Exmoor lightly – the terrain is quite demanding with steep 
hills, stony combes and some soft going on the tops, but there was also lots of lovely cantering on the open moorland, 
which you need to make good use of when you get the chance to make up time. 

 

Esther Groen & Asphodele Larzac at the start 



Sunday saw the 40km Classes and the second day of the 120 km/2-day Exmoor Stag and the 80 km/2-day Exmoor Hind 
out on the South Route.  The overnight hold for the 2-day classes meant that all horses had to trot up for the vets in 
the morning and, unfortunately, the vets decided that D’Hab was not 100% to go out again and so there was just James 
and Andrea out to finish the Stag – which they both did in good style, cantering across the line in front of the famous 
Horseshoe with both gaining Golds and ‘Madgy’ clinching the Best Condition trophy - and well deserved as he seemed 
to be loving those hills! In the 2-day Exmoor Hind Belinda Stewart on Penny Clawd won the Performance Formula and 
Best Condition trophy, with the fastest speed out on course over all the classes. 

 

James Dickinson with Katie Bedwin and Madgy Gold award winners in the Exmoor Staf 

The Performance Formula winners were - in Class 7 Otter Cub 40 km Jessie Lethbridge on Mount Edgcumbe Velveteen: 
Class 8 Otter Cub Novice 40km Stephen Blackwell and HS Pampero (also winner of BC trophy for first year novice) and 
Class 5 Foundation Novice 25km Helen Macdonald-Harris on Zarca (Estrellita). 

We would like to thank all the volunteers that go out of their way to help at their own, sometimes considerable, 
personal expense and especial thanks to Philipa Verry and Amanda Hamely who spent many hours checking out all 
the areas of the course, I have asked them to help Shelly and Maggie again next year and so far, they are willing…….! 

 

Saffron Bishop winner of Exmoor Fox with Ty Shute Savannah 

So that’s us Chisholms signing off for the last time but maybe now I can have another go at riding it…..?  I do feel that 
the current trend is towards the faster, flatter rides, but I can safely say that finishing the Golden Horseshoe ride on 
Exmoor personally was one of the biggest highlights of my life, with the most incredible feeling of achievement.  So 
come on you lot let’s be having you up on Exmoor next year!!! 


